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Maharana realised that his best interest lay in coming to terms
with the Emperor, whom he could no longer resist. The
Emperor also welcomed the opportunity, as he wanted to leave
in person for the Deccan to direct the operations there. The
Maharana promised to refrain from offering any support,
moral or material, to the rebellious Rathors, and sent his
Wakils with tribute and a declaration of allegiance to the
Imperial authority. The Emperor agreed to withdraw his
forces from the territory of Mewar and to give the Maharana
the rank of five thousand. In return the Maharana ceded the
subdivisions of Mandal and Bednor to the Emperor.1
After this the Emperor started from Ajmer for the Deccan
and reached Burhanpur on 13th November 1681; from thence
he left for Aurangabad, where he arrived on 22nd March.
He organized roving parties of his troops, in order to give
battle to the Marathas in different parts of the Deccan. Prince
Mu'azzam, now elevated to the high title of Shah 'Alam,
was sent to conquer the Konkan territory, and Prince Aczam
was directed to proceed towards Khandesh and Baglana.
Shihab-u'd-DIn Khan, though quite a young man, was also
given the command of a party of troops to proceed in the direc-
tion of Junnar and to subdue the Maratha chiefs of that re-
gion. During his absence on this expedition, the Emperor wras
pleased to confer on him the post of the Superintendent of
Macebearers, in place of Mukarram Khan. Sayyid Ughlan
Khan was made his deputy.2 After his successful operations,
the Emperor directed him to reduce the fort of Ramsej which
was situated on the summit of a hill. Here Shihabu'd-Din
Khan met a severe resistance from the besieged. All his
attempts failed to produce any impression on them. The
besieged resisted with great perseverance and skill. The
Qilcedar of the fortress was a man of considerable experience.
Having no iron cannon, he had wooden ones made. He used
leather for missiles and drove back the assailants with showers
of stones and burning grass. In the words of Khafi Khan,
"each wooden cannon equalled ten iron ones".3 After these
repulses Shihabu'd-DIn Khan was recalled and Khan Jehan
Bahadur Kokaltash was sent to lay siege to the fortress. He>
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